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1.0 THE TI R PROCEDURE
The procedure is governed by the Customs Convention on the international transport of goods under cover of TIR Carnets (TIR Convention). A detailed description of the TIR procedure is given in the TIR Handbook and Transit Manual (the part describing the TIR procedure). 

According to the Community legislation, the TIR procedure in Community can only be used for transit operations which start or end on the territory outside the customs territory of the Community or for the movement of goods between two points in the customs territory of the Community through the territory of a third country.  
The TIR system is built on five main pillars:
· movement of goods in approved vehicles or containers under customs seals;
· throughout the entire TIR transport, duties and charges applicable to goods are suspended and secured by a chain of internationally valid guarantees. The national guaranteeing association of each Contracting Party guarantees the payment of the secured amount of the customs debt and other charges which may be incurred in the event of irregularities in that country during the TIR procedure. Each Contracting Party determines the guarantee limits, but the recommended maximum amount which is to be claimed from each national association in the event of an irregularity is US$50 000 (for the Community: € 60,000 or the equivalent thereof in national currency);  
· A TIR Carnet is a customs declaration for transport of goods and proof of the existence of the guarantee. TIR Carnets are issued and distributed to national guaranteeing associations (GIZ Intertransport in Slovenia) by the international organization (currently the International Road Transport Union). A TIR Carnet is a customs declaration valid for just one TIR transport. A TIR Carnet is first taken into use in the country of departure and enables customs controls in the Contracting Parties of departure, transit and destination.
· Customs control measures are taken in the country of departure and accepted by the countries of transit and destination. Consequently, goods carried under cover of TIR Carnets in road vehicles or containers with customs seals, are not as a rule examined by the customs offices of the countries of transit;
· In order to supervise the access to the TIR procedure, national associations wishing to issue TIR Carnets and persons wishing to use TIR Carnets must comply with minimum conditions and requirements and must obtain an authorisation from the competent authorities (usually customs authorities) of the country in which they are established. 
The term “holder” means the person to whom an authorisation for operating in the TIR system has been granted and on whose behalf a TIR Carnet is presented. The holder is responsible for the presentation of the vehicle and the goods along with the TIR Carnet at the customs office of departure during the transport and at the offices of destination. In the customs territory of the Community, the holder is also responsible for submission of electronic data contained in the TIR Carnet at the customs office(s) of departure or entry (during the transport) and for the presentation of the transit accompanying document along with the TIR Carnet at the customs offices of destination or exit (during the transport). The TIR Convention lays down the minimum conditions and requirements which must be complied with before a holder can be authorized to use the TIR system.  
2.0 MANDATORY USE OF THE NCTS SYSTETM FOR THE TIR PROCEDURES 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 1192/2008 of 17 November 2008 amending Regulation (EEC) No 2454/93 laying down provisions for the implementation of Council Regulation (EEC) No 2913/92 establishing the Community Customs Code (hereinafter referred to as the Code) provides as of 1 January 2009 for the use of data processing technique for TIR operations carried out within the customs territory of the Community in order to ensure efficient data exchange and the same level of customs control as under the Community/common transit procedure. The obligation to submit the TIR Carnet data can only be waived in exceptional cases, when the NCTS application or an application for lodging the declaration is not functioning or when the network communication between these two systems is not working. 
Pursuant to Item 3 of Article 454 of the implementing provisions, the TIR Carnet holder must lodge the TIR Carnet data by means of data processing technique according to the structure and corresponding particulars set out in Annexes 37a and 37c of the implementing provisions at the customs office of departure or entry. Electronic commerce with the Financial Administration of the Republic of Slovenia can be carried out on the basis of conditions and rules adopted for electronic commerce. 

 

TIR Carnet holders can submit data in the NCTS system using the services of third persons (customs agents, freight forwarders) who comply with the above mentioned conditions and rules and lodge electronic customs declarations for Community/common NCTS transit procedures. They capture and submit the TIR Carnet data in the NCTS system in the prescribed electronic form. When using the valid TIR Carnet which is an internationally recognized proof of the existence of a guarantee, no additional guarantee is required for securing a potential customs debt. For the TIR procedures in the NCTS system, the code “B” must be used to denote the type of the guarantee and the code “952” to denote the type of the document.
  
Through messages exchanged in the NCTS system, a transit procedure carried out within the EU territory under cover of a TIR Carnet can be traced in the same way as Community/common transit procedures. The use of electronic data waives the requirement in the customs territory of the EU to return the relevant part of the voucher No 2 of a TIR Carnet whenever the NCTS system is used.   
 

The TIR Carnet is presented together with the transit security accompanying document (SCAD), the vehicle and the goods. The TIR Carnet data are used to define any legal consequences in the event of potential discrepancies between the electronic data in the NCTS system and the data contained in the TIR Carnet. 
The fallback procedure is used in the event of the unavailability of the customs information system, a trader’s information system or the data-exchange system. If a trader’s system or the data-exchange system is not available, the use of the fallback procedure must be approved by a customs authority. The fallback procedure used in the case of the unavailability of the NCTS system at the customs office of departure/entry is carried out under cover of the TIR Carnet. The customs office of departure/entry fills out the relevant vouchers No 1 and 2 and the counterfoil No 1 of the TIR Carnet. When a fallback procedure is used, a TIR procedure cannot be ended or discharged in the NCTS system. 
2.1 The use of the TIR-EPD application for submission of preliminary information  

On the basis of cooperation between IRU (International Road Transport Union), GIZ Intertransport and the Financial Administration of the Republic of Slovenia, a link between the TIR-EPD (electronic pre-declaration) and the SINCTS applications has been established, which enables TIR Carnet holders to independently submit to a customs office of departure/entry advance information on TIR Carnets in electronic form. 
 

The web-based TIR-EPD application has been developed by IRU and allows submission and sending of information on TIR Carnets. Holders of TIR Carnets can access the application free of charge and in a simple way. In order to gain access to this application, TIR Carnet holders should contact the national guaranteeing associations, GIZ Intertransport being such association in Slovenia. The services of third persons (e.g. customs agents, freight forwarders etc.) are not required when using the TIR-EPD application. 
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